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Citizens for Responsible Drilling

The discovery of the Barnett Shale has created lots of economic opportunities for citizens living in the metroplex.  Now we are beginning to see the physical impact of urban drilling and we are concerned about its effects on our environment and quality of life. 

There are many issues that result from the drilling process.  Open-pit drilling uses large amounts of water, which is removed from our water cycle.  Water conservation and usage is a major local environmental issue. New technologies exist, such as self contained closed loop drilling, which make most of this water recoverable to lessen water loss.  During the fracing process brine water is generated which is released into disposal wells located inside our local aquifer.  Processes exist which can remove the brine from the water and return it safely to our environment. In addition, during active drilling citizens living near the drill site experience twenty-four lighting, increased noise levels, and increased transportation, which impacts our quality of life.  These are only some of the major issues associated with the current drilling process.  However there are also potential future issues associated with the drilling process such as the leaching of contaminants into the surface and groundwater, and how to close the site once drilling is complete.  The problems associated with the drilling process do not end once a negotiating price is agreed upon; it’s actually just the beginning.   

Now that the drilling process is here, its time that we become proactive and demand that the drilling process is conducted with as little impact on our quality of life and the environment as possible.  As a representative, it is your duty to make sure that the city council is actively researching drilling methods that address the concerns of your citizens. It’s time for responsible drilling.

Concerned Citizen,
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